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Town of Minturn
Plan4Health Policy Scan

Introduction and
Background

The Plan4Health project is designed to leverage planners’ roles as
collaborators and conveners to improve health outcomes and influence
healthy community design in the built environment. Plan4Health is
launching in neighborhoods, cities, and counties across the United States,
funding work at the intersection of planning and public health. Anchored
by American Planning Association (APA) chapters and American Public
Health Association (APHA) affiliate members, Plan4Health supports
creative partnerships to build sustainable, cross-sector coalitions. Each
coalition participating in the Plan4Health grant is committed to increasing
access the access to healthy opportunities through nutrition or physical
activity. And, each coalition is dedicated to meeting the needs of residents
where they live, work, or play.
The Healthy Communities Coalition (Coalition) of Eagle County was
awarded the Plan4Health grant in late 2015. The Coalition is comprised of
multidisciplinary professionals and community members committed to
fostering health among all residents in Eagle County. Since its inception in
2012, the Coalition has worked together to implement several evidencebased strategies to increase opportunities for healthy eating and active
living (HEAL) for all. The Coalition’s Plan4Health project was born out of
prioritization of the built environment to affect sustainable and equitable
change to support healthy eating and active living. The built environment
is defined as settings designed, created, modified and maintained by
humans (e.g. roads, schools, neighborhoods, transit systems, etc.).
Creating a healthy built environment means communities are designed
in a way that enables people to live, learn, work, play, and age in place
and allow them to thrive by being is a safe, healthy, environment to reach
their full potential.
Eagle River Valley municipalities are already working to assure healthy
community design. The Plan4Health grant project has provided the
opportunity for the Coalition to conduct a policy scan of municipal
master plans for policies that support healthy eating and active living.
This project enables the Coalition to understand how healthy community
designed has been prioritized in master plan and strategic plan policy
language along with other adopted municipal plans, to encourage future
policies that support healthy community design efforts, and enables
communities to be recognized for their existing efforts.
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Our Vision
By 2020, Eagle County will be a
community that promotes and
fosters a healthy environment for
all.
Our Mission
The Healthy Communities Coalition
facilitates and empowers the
community into action for lifelong
wellness through healthy eating and
active living.

Approach:

The Plan4Health Policy Scan is a project of the Healthy Communities Coalition of Eagle County. The area of
study includes: Towns of Avon, Eagle, Gypsum, Minturn, Red Cliff, Vail and unincorporated Eagle County. The
Healthy Communities Coalition sought the permission and input of each listed municipality for this Policy
Scan project. This Policy Scan covers topics of
relevance to the Plan4Health project including:
Healthy Food Access, Active Transportation and
Public Transit, Community Design and Land Use,
which were defined and vetted by the Healthy
Communities Coalition. The Plan4Health policy
scan will also highlight: initiatives, programs,
resolutions, community engagement, and major
accomplishments.
The Policy Scan includes a review of all recent or
currently utilized:
• Comprehensive plans
• Community and Subarea Plans
• Transportation/Trails/Transit Plans
• Parks and Recreation Plans
• Strategic Plans
Other relevant community-based planning documents have also been included (see Table 1 below). Secondly,
interviews were conducted with key staff within each jurisdiction to collect information on a sample of relevant
programs and initiatives as well as information regarding policies that may be in process, but have not yet been
approved.

Policy Documents Reviewed
Table 1
Jurisdiction

Documents Reviewed

Town of Minturn

• Downtown Colorado Inc. - Minturn Downtown Assessment (2010)
• Town of Minturn 2009 Community Plan
• Appendix B Minturn Design Standards and Guidelines
• Design Guidelines - 100 Block Commercial Zone Ordinance No. 5 (2016)
• Design Guidelines - 100 Block Commercial Zone (2016)
• Minturn Revitalization Plan Vision Guide (2008)

Scan Notes:

The Town of Minturn will be updating their Master Plan in 2017.
Stated need to update Minturn town codes.
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Healthy Food Access Policies:

The information contained in this section is the exact policy language from each planning document listed below.
Listing this policy language is intended to remind the jurisdictions of healthy eating and food access policies
currently in place. Healthy food access can be defined as the availability and access to fresh, healthy, or locally
sourced food. The policy language below reflects healthy food access in Minturn through themes of: Promoting
the Town’s image as a unique place with a strong sense of community through supporting and enhancing the
Minturn Farmers Market as an integral part of downtown. Commentary around particular policies may be found
below listed in italics. Policies oriented towards aging populations are listed with a double asterisk (**).

Town of Minturn 2009 Community Plan

• Goal CCG1: (p.12) Maintain, Build Upon and Promote the Town’s Image as a Unique, Eclectic Non-Resort
		 Town With a Strong Sense of Community
• CCS 1.7 - Support and enhance the Minturn Market as an integral part of downtown

Active and Public Transportation
Policies:

The information contained in this section is the exact policy language from each planning document listed
below. Listing this policy language is intended to remind the jurisdictions of active and public transportation
policies currently in place. Active and public transportation can be defined as walking, biking or other physically
active means of travelling and mobility. Public transportation is also included as a factor in active living as
it often begins and ends with a walking or biking trip. The policy language below reflects active and public
transportation policies in Minturn through themes of: Enhancing the Town’s Status as a Walkable and Bikeable
Community. Additional themes include: Support and promote the development of a regional trail system.
Continue with plans for a cohesive iconic gateways/signage system that celebrates Downtown Minturn. A critical
theme that emerged in the scan is making connections to Little Beach Park and Amphitheater, the Turntable
Restaurant/Minturn Saloon/ Bellm Bridge area and other significant walkway connections serving Main Street
and the downtown area. Minturn has done significant work in the past in both active transportation and public
transportation policy. Commentary around particular policies may be found below listed in italics. Policies
oriented towards aging populations are listed with a double asterisk (**).

Town of Minturn 2009 Community Plan

Land Use/Transportation (p.14)
		• Goal (LUG 1): Enhance the Town’s Status as a Walkable and Bikeable Community
		• (LUS 1.1) Develop and comply with a future land use plan for the entire town (land use element of this
			 Community Plan) which encourages a compatible mix of land uses promoting mass transit, the use of
			 bicycles and increased walkability/accessibility
		• (LUS 1.4) Support and promote the expansion of public transit service to outlying communities
			 Excellent example of transit supportive land use policy language focused on walking and biking.

		
Public Services and Facilities (p.18)
		• Goal (PFG 1): Ensure that Public Facilities are Planned and Implemented to Support New Growth and
			Existing Population Centers
		• (PFS 1.1) Implement streetscape improvements with pedestrian-scale site elements including sidewalks,
			 paving, signage, lighting and site furnishings
		 • (PFS 1.2) Develop a Capital Improvement Plan prioritizing upgrades to existing infrastructure including
			 roads, water and storm water drainage and pedestrian/bicycle amenities
		• (PFS 1.5) Develop and implement a comprehensive sidewalk and trails plan addressing both accessibility
			and bicycles
			 The development of a trails master plan for the Town of Minturn is an important step towards increased active
			 transportation in town and the promotion of regional connections.
		• (PFS 1.7) Support and promote infrastructure which is attractive to small business – snow removal, loading
			zones, sidewalks.
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Active and Public Transportation
Policies: (Continued)
Parks and Recreation (p.21)
• Goal (PRG 1): Enhance Recreational Opportunities for all Town Residents and Visitors
• (PRS 1.1) Support and promote the development of a regional trail system

Downtown Colorado Inc. - Minturn Downtown Assessment (2010)
Design (p.17)
Observation: There are ample opportunities for gateway signage, development of consistent signage design
and a cohesive directional signage system for wayfinding.
Recommendations:
• Continue with plans for a cohesive iconic gateways/signage system that celebrates Downtown Minturn. The
		 Minturn Revitalization Plan Vision Guide sets forth recommendations for wayfinding and signage that should
		 be implemented. An element that was not included in the plan is the addition of kiosk signage. A key
		 opportunity would be for the Town to utilize the ECO Transit bus shelters to advertise Downtown Minturn
		 amenities and events.
• In order to attract/direct traffic off of Interstate 70, the town should collaborate with CDOT to investigate
		 the installation of TODS (Tourist Oriented Directional Signs). This way, motorists can see where to turn off
		 and that there is something to take exit 171 for: visiting Downtown Minturn. Banners, directional signage
		 and corner monuments need to be installed to direct through traffic to downtown. Directional signs to
		 town amenities, Little Beach Amphitheatre, and out-lying retail shops should be included in the Main Street
		 environment so that everyone can understand what is available within Minturn.
The idea of Tourist Oriented Directional Signs and in town wayfinding signage could be considered in Minturn to help
		 visitors fully explore the town.

Design (p.19-20)
Observation: Multi-Modal improvements along Main Street would improve the function and accessibility of
the Downtown. Recommendations: Provide enhanced walkability and connectivity along Main Street and
throughout Downtown by enhancing transportation infrastructure. The Town should complete the CIP effort
that establishes priorities and timelines for implementation. The CIP should utilize the Minturn Revitalization
Plan Vision Guide for guidance with the ultimate goal of having the final CIP incorporated into the Town’s Fiscal
Year 2011 budget.
Design (p.21)
Observation: A completed multi-purpose trail through Minturn would enhance recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors
Recommendations:
• Develop and adopt an Eagle River Trail Plan. The Eagle River Trail should be completed through the Town
		 from the initial phase completed from the Forest Service Ranger Station to the North Bridge running
		 generally in the Eagle River corridor. The Trail should make connections to important destinations and
		 attractions throughout Town from the north town limits to the south end with potential extensions to Battle
		 Mountain, Red Cliff and Maloit Park. New annexations and developments should also be required to facilitate
		 connection to the Eagle River Trail as they are implemented. Connections should be made to Little Beach
		 Park and Amphitheater, the Turntable Restaurant/Minturn Saloon/ Bellm Bridge area and other significant
		 walkway connections serving Main Street and the downtown area. The Eagle River Trail should eventually
		 connect to the ECO Transit Agency’s Eagle River/ Vail Trail in conjunction with the Dowd Junction Interchange
		 reconstruction. Additional connections should be planned and eventually implemented to residential
		 neighborhoods such as the Minturn Townhomes, the Business Park, and Forest Service trailheads. Picnic
		 tables, bike racks, interpretive and regulatory signage should be incorporated along the trail systems.

5

Active and Public Transportation
Policies: (Continued)
Minturn Revitalization Plan Vision Guide

Street Sections
Streetscape Master Plan Recommendations for Downtown and South Minturn (p.21)
		 • Widen sidewalks and connect Main Street pedestrians to neighborhoods, the riverfront, trails, parks, and
			 off street destinations such the Minturn Market and the proposed “Turntable Re-Development.”
		 • Enhance the 3 Eagle River bridges to better accommodate pedestrians and to provide a consistent, and
			attractive character
		Pedestrian enhancement of bridges in Minturn is an important concept although not always easy or cost effective.
		 Consider secondary pedestrian bridges next to roadway bridges where feasible.

		 • Link downtown Minturn’s character with South Minturn through trail and walkway connections and
			 implementation of the Kit of Parts.
Downtown Streetscape Concepts (p.27)
		 • Downtown Minturn is the “heart” of the town with the highest density and the greatest number of
			 destinations all contained within a relatively small area. The improvements shown on the plan are
			 recommended as enhancements to existing conditions, they are not meant to change the Downtown’s
			 character. Therefore major changes such as the removal of structures are neither necessary nor
			 recommended. The Main Street/Hwy 24 R.O.W. is only 55’, significantly narrower than the typical downtown
			 R.O.W. This combined with the State Highway status, creates significant constraints to enhancing the
			 pedestrian environment on the street through downtown.
		 • Perhaps the most significant recommendation is the narrowing of the roadway to 40 feet in width between
			 intersections and 24 feet in width at each intersection. Narrowing the street between intersections allows
			 the sidewalk to be widened from 5 ½ feet to 7 ½ feet, providing a more comfortable strolling atmosphere
			 and making room for pedestrian lights and occasional seating on the sides of the roadway. The narrowing
			 of intersections has been accomplished by installing curb “Bump Outs”. The Bump Outs will reduce traffic
			 speed, provide safer crosswalks, and ornament the Main Street with street trees, low plantings, and
			 ornamental streetlights without reducing on-street parking. Together, the Bump Out elements provide a
			 more walkable “feel” to the downtown and segment the streetscape into small, recognizable blocks.
		 • Other proposed improvements include brick sidewalks, public art in the Market Square, street furniture,
			 flower planter pots, and ornamental pedestrian lighting. These design elements complement the design
			 theme created by the historic buildings and add a sense of unity to Main Street. They also impart a sense
			 of quality to the streetscape that reflects the community’s pride in the heart of their town.
		 Use caution in implementing all of these recommendations, as plowing, snow storage, and winter conditions should
		 carry critical importance in streetscape design for Minturn.

South Minturn/Hwy 24 Streetscape Concepts
		 • South Minturn has a different character than Downtown. The goals of the streetscape plan are to respect
			 and enhance each character zone’s image while adding unifying elements that clearly signify each zone as
			 a part of Minturn. The highway right of way in South Minturn is 80 feet, 25 feet wider than the 55 foot
			 R.O.W. in downtown. This section of the existing street lacks clear edges and is separated from private
			 properties by an unorganized strip of land that is used for private parking.
		 • The Streetscape Concept Plan illustrates a new street edge that includes curbs, sidewalks, ornamental
			 streetlights and banners and a landscape buffer planted with a variety of native trees and shrubs to edge
			 the street and enhance its separation from adjacent private properties. The lights and banners represent
			 the unifying streetscape element that will tie the South Minturn streetscape’s character to Downtown
			Minturn.
		 • Parallel parking on the east side of Hwy 24 will not be possible due to the sidewalk improvements proposed
			 and approved for that side of the highway.
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Traffic
Improved Sidewalk and Pedestrian Connections (p.37)
		 • While not directly impacting the flow of traffic, the provision of adequate pedestrian facilities in Minturn
			 will improve the accessibility of properties along Main Street. Improved accessibility encourages more
			 pedestrian activity. More activity on the sidewalks encourages drivers to be more alert for pedestrians and
			 tends to reduce speeds within that area.
Transit (p.37)
		 • The Town of Minturn will continue to work with Eco-Transit and Ginn Battle Mountain to develop a fixed
			interval transit system.
Chapter 7: Parks/Recreation/Open Space/Trails
Trails/Open Space (p.41)
		 • Minturn enjoys a number of existing trails that provide access to the back country open space (Game
			 Creek Trail/Minturn Mile, Grouse Creek Trail and Minturn/ Grouse Creek Connector, Meadow Mountain
			 trail, Martin Creek Trail, Two Elk Creek National Recreational Trail, and Tigiwon Trail) but has no formal
			 trails that provide connections from the north end of town to the south. The Parks/Recreation/Open
			 Space Trails diagram illustrates proposed trails identified by the residents of Minturn that will provide
			these connections.
		 • The Eagle River Trail provides the connection to the Regional Eco-trail along I-70 and is proposed along the
			 east side of Hwy 24 south to the CR P14 bridge, where the bicyclist could choose to travel along the Eagle
			 River on the UP R.R. access road or continue on CR P14 south to the Turntable District in Minturn. The trail
			 would connect to downtown and to the Minturn Community River Trail or Upper Eagle Valley Trail.
		 • The new West Minturn Trail would then extend south from downtown (along the west side of town) to
			 Minturn Middle School and Maloit Park. A connection to the Cemetery Road/Hwy 24 intersection (a future
			 signalized intersection) would provide pedestrian/bike access to Little Beach Park and the proposed
			Minturn Recreation Area.
Downtown River Connection Concepts (p.43)
		 • Lack of public access to the Eagle River, especially downtown, was a consistent theme throughout the
			 community workshop and focus groups. The existing public access points are perceived as private by most
			 and therefore are not utilized. Opportunities for the connections and access exist at the east termini of
			 Toledo, Harrison and Meek Avenues. The Revitalization Plan recommends highlighting these connections
			 and formalizing the access. The concept to the right illustrates a prototypical overlook design incorporating
			 elements such as a monument sign, steps, and ramp down to a deck overlooking the river. The deck
			 could include benches and interpretive signage describing the 2003 Eagle River Restoration Project. Paths
			 could extend north and south along the creek from the deck to small informal seating areas. Formalizing
			 this access will protect the river ecosystem by directing the pedestrians to remain on the paths.
		 Connecting to the Eagle River is of critical importance for Minturn, future policy language should include this river
		 connections as a focus area, especially the connections described above.
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:

The information contained in this section is the exact policy language from each planning document listed below.
Listing this policy language is intended to remind the jurisdictions of community design and land use policies
currently in place. Community design and land use can be defined as urban design and land use policies that
support healthy eating and active living through a focus on creating interconnected walkable neighborhoods,
affordable housing, parks, open space, community gathering spaces, and accessibility for people of all ages. The
policy language below reflects community design and land use policies in Minturn through themes of:
• Encourage green and sustainable building practices throughout the community.
• Incorporate the concept of green infrastructure into the planning and design of improvements to town
		systems.
• Enhance the Town’s Status as a Walkable and Bikeable Community.
• Promote the development of housing opportunities for all income levels throughout all areas of town.
• Protect and Promote the Eagle River as a Community Asset.
• Support and promote the development of a centralized gathering space in the downtown area.
A critical theme that emerged in the scan is to maintain, build upon and promote the Town’s image as a unique,
eclectic non-resort town with a strong sense of community. Minturn will also likely need to expand on the
theme of accommodating aging populations for community design policies in the future. Commentary around
particular policies may be found below listed in italics. Policies oriented towards aging populations are listed
with a double asterisk (**).

Town of Minturn 2009 Community Plan

Community Character/Urban Design (p.12)
		 • Goal (CCG1): Maintain, Build Upon and Promote the Town’s Image as a Unique, Eclectic Non-Resort Town
			 With a Strong Sense of Community
		 • (CCS 1.1) - Encourage and promote the use of public venues for a wide range of community events
		 • (CCS 1.3) - Develop town signage including information kiosks, gateway signs and wayfinding system
		 • (CCS 1.6) - Incorporate local public art into new development and public improvements
		 • (CCS 1.8) - Enforce ordinances aimed at maintaining the health, safety, welfare and aesthetic of the town –
			 snow, trash, nuisance abatement and zoning/land use
Sustainability and Green Building Practices (p.13)
		 • Goal (SGG 1): Encourage Green and Sustainable Practices Throughout the Community
		 • (SGS 1.1) Develop and incorporate green building guidelines that address energy and resource efficiency,
			 indoor air quality and on-site energy generation
		 • (SGS 1.2) Incorporate low impact development (LID) standards for site design into development
			 requirements
		 • Goal (SGG 2): Develop and Practice Green and Sustainable Processes
		 • (SGS 2.1) Incorporate the concept of green infrastructure into the planning and design of improvements to
			town systems
Land Use/Transportation (p.14)
		 • Goal (LUG 1): Enhance the Town’s Status as a Walkable and Bikeable Community
		 • (LUS 1.2) Develop comprehensive parking plan for the town which offers alternative parking strategies
			 standards specific to Minturn - aimed at increasing parking efficiency and ease of development
			redevelopment
		 • An opportunity while developing the comprehensive parking plan is to identify locations for shared parking,
			 and reconsideration of minimum requirements for parking.
		 • (LUS 1.5) Promote redevelopment areas as mixed-use centers
		 • (LUS 1.6) Partner with owners of large land holdings on mutually beneficial redevelopment projects
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:
Town of Minturn 2009 Community Plan (Continued)

Affordable Housing (p.17)
		 **Goal (AHG 1): Promote Affordable Housing
		 **(AHS 1.1) Promote the development of housing opportunities for all income levels throughout all areas of
			town
		 • (AHS 1.2) Allow a variety of lot sizes (small and large lot) as appropriate to specific areas
		 **(AHS 1.3) Develop an affordable housing program, to include housing assistance for town employees,
			 qualified town residents and other eligible Eagle County employees
		 **(AHS 1.4) Leverage town-owned property for the development of affordable housing
Public Services and Facilities (p.18)
		 • Goal (PFG 1): Ensure that Public Facilities are Planned and Implemented to Support New Growth and
			Existing Population Centers
		 • (PFS 1.3) Ensure that impacts from new development on existing infrastructure are mitigated
		 • (PFS 1.4) Incorporate the concept of green infrastructure into the planning and design of improvements to
			town systems
		 • (PFS 1.6) Develop and implement a plan to bury utilities throughout the community
		 • (PFS 1.7) Support and promote infrastructure which is attractive to small business – snow removal, loading
			zones, sidewalks
		 • (PFS 1.9) Develop a comprehensive parking plan that addresses the needs of both the business community
			and residents
Economic Development (p.19)
		 • Goal (EDG 1): Diversify the Town’s Economy
		 • (EDS 1.5) Utilize redevelopment opportunities to help expand and diversify the town’s economic
			employment base
Natural Resources (p.20)
		 • Goal (NRG 1): Protect and Promote the Eagle River as a Community Asset
		 • (NRS 1.2) Improve and enhance public access to the Eagle River
			 This is a critical policy for the Town of Minturn, improved public access to Eagle River could be a part of a future		
downtown trails master plan effort.
		 • (NRS 1.3) Strengthen development standards supporting habitat restoration and protection of the river
		 • (NRS 1.4) Promote the Eagle River as a focal point of the community/gathering space
		 • Goal (NRG 2): Protect and Promote USFS lands as a Community Asset
		 • (NRS 2.1) Maintain and improve access to public lands
Parks and Recreation (p.21)
		 • Goal (PRG 1): Enhance Recreational Opportunities for all Town Residents and Visitors
		 • (PRS 1.2) Support and promote the development of a centralized gathering space in the downtown area
		 • (PRS 1.3) Investigate opportunities for the development of playgrounds and parks
		 • (PRS 1.4) Promote, maintain and improve access to open space
		 • (PRS 1.5) Promote, maintain and improve access to the Eagle River
		 • (PRS 1.6) Support and promote the development of recreational facilities and programs for multiple user
			groups
		 • (PRS 1.7) Promote existing recreational opportunities/facilities
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:

Town of Minturn Design Guidelines 100 Block Commercial Zone Ordinance No. 5

Sec. 16-6-10. - Character Area Characteristics. (p.2)
		 • The intent of the Community Plan is that the Old Town Character Area maintain its unique and friendly
			 small town character while providing for a compatible mix of retail/commercial and residential uses. Old
			 Town provides for low-impact retail/commercial and residential uses that support and enhance the
			 friendly small town character. Small town main street characteristics such as walkability, window fronts,
			 main entrances fronting sidewalks, and smaller scale buildings are to be promoted. The intent is to
			 concentrate retail/commercial uses on Main Street and Williams Street and discourage retail/commercial
			 uses on secondary streets when they would conflict with existing residential uses. The Old Town Character
			 Area is to function as the primary retail/commercial core that encourages compatible retail/commercial
			 activity and economic vitality. Subdivisions and planned unit developments occurring within the Old Town
			 Character Area need to comply with the zoning code and promote the objectives in the Design Guidelines.
		 • The small town main street characteristics for the Old Town Character Area are set forth in the Minturn
			 Design Standards and Guidelines. The Design Guidelines are the foundation underlying the Design Review
			 process and are essential for the Town in it’s efforts to maintain the eclectic small town atmosphere,
			 character and the over-all charm of our community. The Guidelines are a great starting point when
			 considering building or remodeling in Town. Please visit the Planning Department Staff with any questions
			 about your project after consulting the Design Guidelines.
Sec. 16-6-30. - Old Town Commercial Zone.
		 • The Old Town Commercial Zone is located on either end of the 100 Block Commercial Zone. the Old Town
			 Commercial Zone is also characterized by a compact commercial core area bisected by Main Street or
			 Highway 24. The Old Town Commercial Zone, however, is adjacent to primary residential and does not
			 extend off of the Highway 24/Main Street corridor. The area consists of businesses and residences with an
			 identity of the historic commercial core that is distinct from other parts of the community.
		 • The purposed of this area is to provide convenient commercial services to residents and visitors and
			 to promote the development of the Town’s retail commercial district along Highway 24 and Main Street.
			 Accommodation of sales tax-generating commercial uses and residential units can enhance Old Town
			 vitality while maintaining the visual character and scale. An objective is to facilitate small business
			 development and economic vitality with land uses that are compatible and supportive, such as retail,
			 office, institutional and residential uses, while maintaining the community scale.
Sec. 16-6-35. - 100 Block Commercial Zone.
		 • The 100 Block Commercial Zone is characterized by a compact retail/commercial core area bisected by
			 Highway 24. The area consists of businesses and residences with an identity of the historic commercial
			 core that is distinct from other parts of the community.
		 • The purpose of this area is to provide convenient commercial services to residents and visitors and
			 to promote the development of the Town’s primary retail commercial district. Accommodation of sales
			 tax-generating commercial uses and residential units can enhance Old Town vitality while maintaining
			 the visual character and scale. An objective is to facilitate small business development and economic
			 vitality with land uses that are compatible and supportive, such as retail, office, institutional and residential
			 uses, while maintaining the community scale.
		 • The 100 Block Commercial zone should function as pedestrian shopping corridor. Buildings should be
			 oriented toward sidewalks and pedestrian areas with storefront windows and main entrance doors. The
			 scale of buildings both in terms of height and width should encourage pedestrian engagement and
			 facilitate pedestrian movement not only along Highway 24 but also between Highway 24, Williams Street
			and Eagle Street.
		 • The small town main street character will be maintained by keeping scale of original plat 25’ x 100’ lots and
			 1-2 story building heights. Large monolithic buildings and “strip” retail areas are discouraged.
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:
Town of Minturn Design Guidelines 100 Block Commercial Zone

Appendix B Minturn Design Standards and Guidelines
C. Review Criteria
3. MATERIALS AND SCREENING
b. Streetscape and Landscape Design (p.21)
		 • Small towns evoke many images, but one that appears to be consistent with many residents is the
			 neighborliness of the area. Porches, plaza, parks and simply strolling down the street allow neighbors
			 and visitors to meet and greet each other and to get to know one another. The Town encourages the man
			 made elements that promote these activities, and in some instances the Design Review Board shall require
			 the provision of streetscape improvements to encourage and reinforce the small town atmosphere.
			 Porches and awnings are encouraged for all residential design as these elements create and encourage
			 a human scale that is consistent with the small town image. Commercial structures, particularly those that
			 are located in renovated residential units, shall maintain these elements and incorporate the use of
			 pedestrian walkways, street furniture such as benches and trashcans where possible. Commercial
			 developments that exceed 2500 square feet of gross leasable area shall be required to provide a plaza
			 area that incorporates these elements.
III. Character Areas
Grouse Creek Character Area (p.22-23)
		 • Grouse Creek is located at the north end of Highway 24 and has traditionally served as an automobile
			 oriented commercial center. This area serves as the gateway to the Town proper, and as such is encouraged
			 to provide a wide range of commercial services for visitors and residents. The ease of auto access makes
			 this area convenient for provision of retail, office and services for local and regional commercial uses.
			 Two commercial developments and a landscaping/garden center currently occupy the Grouse Creek
			 Character Area. The commercial buildings are typical strip center-style commercial areas with buildings
			 located around the perimeter of parking areas. The existing style is utilitarian in nature and lacking in
			 architectural variety. These additional design standards and guidelines will focus on requirements for
			 pedestrian connections and encouragement for redevelopment of the existing buildings.
		 • New building shall incorporate elements of the existing area to create a unified and cohesive area.
			 Pedestrian connections to adjacent areas will be considered. These shall include walkways and/or plazas.
		 • Encourage the incorporation of the Eagle River to the use. Existing development “turns its back” on this
			 amenity which could enhance the sense of place and character that is currently lacking in Grouse Creek.
		 • The use of awnings, porticos and entry features are encouraged. The linking of pedestrian elements and
			 streetscape/landscape features shall be required. These features could be utilized to unify the area and
			 create an ambiance of time and place.
		 • Historic styles are discouraged in this area as it would appear to be copied, but it is encouraged that new
			 developments incorporate those elements that make a place more human. Massing, scale, details and a
			 greater separation or screening of the parking areas would reinforce these principles.
		 • Parking and loading areas shall be screened from Highway 24, the Eagle River and adjacent properties. A
			 central loading area is encouraged to serve all of the commercial units in the development.
		 • The provision of sidewalks within the development is encouraged, as it would provide additional separation
			from the automobile.
		 • Fencing is encouraged as a screening element. Materials shall be consistent with those used in the
			 structure, including the use of wood, masonry or split face block. Chain-link fences may be permitted for
			 very limited use and solely for security purposes. If approved, chain-link fences may not exceed six (6) feet
			 in height. All other types of fencing may not exceed eight (8) feet in height. The horizontal length of fencing
			 may be limited due to aesthetic and safety reasons.
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:
Town of Minturn Design Guidelines 100 Block Commercial Zone

2. Old Town Character Area (p.23-24)
		 • Old Town has long been considered the downtown area of Minturn and the visual gateway of Town. This
			 is due to the location of existing retail and restaurant business in this area. A unique character has evolved
			 with many differing architectural styles for the commercial storefronts and the converted residential
			 buildings currently used for retail activity. The use of local materials and style is common in towns that
			 have evolved over many years and could be defined as an organic growth process where additions
			 and remodels occur as a town grows. Though the structures in Old Town may not look identical, there are
			 common features that are consistent. It is the consistency of these elements that shall be the basis of
			 additional requirements for Old Town.
Old Town Commercial Zone
		 • The intent of this area is to create a pedestrian-friendly area where residents and visitors are invited to
			 walk and window shop. Traditional commercial strip centers are discouraged in Old Town due to their
			 automobile orientation; however, modified commercial centers with multiple uses are encouraged. The
			 following elements shall be considered in the design and planning of new or renovated commercial
			storefront structures:
		 • Provision of large display windows that are complementary and consistent with adjacent structures.
			 New buildings shall draw on interpretations of existing storefront structures. The scale of the new buildings
			 shall be consistent with adjacent buildings. Height shall be consistent as viewed from the street; additional
			 height may be approved if it steps back from the facade to reduce the perceived scale of the new
			development.
		 • Elements of human scale shall be incorporated into the structures. These elements may include the use
			 of decorative courses for articulation of vertical elements, such as the floor level and floor height, utilization
			 of window boxes, awnings and streetscape, which are also important yet simple elements to define human
			 scale. The size and proportion of the interior uses may also be used to create a consistent exterior human
			 scale and allows for breaking up the horizontal facade by utilizing windows and doorways for definition.
		 • Material and architectural details shall provide visual interest and enhance the pedestrian elements.
		 • A pedestrian zone shall be identified and defined.
		 • Except for Main Street, parking shall be located at the side or to the rear of the structures.
Mixed Use Zone
		 • The Old Town area transitions from the above defined commercial structures to the mixed use zone that
			 has been an organic growth of the commercial use to what was a residential area in the past. These
			 commercial uses are contained in structures that have been converted from pre-existing residential units.
			 The character of the original structures is still evident and thus provides an excellent transition for
			 commercial uses that occur adjacent to current residential area. The following elements shall be considered
			 in the design and planning of converted residential buildings:
		 • Residential structures that have been converted to businesses shall maintain their original “residential”
			character
		 • Existing setbacks, with yards, shall be maintained where possible.
		 • The use and maintenance of small windows is encouraged
		 • Porches, walkways and fencing shall be maintained to reinforce the residential quality of the area.
3. South Town Character Area (p.24)
		 • This area is characterized by larger lots than those found in other areas of the Town. Existing commercial
			 areas are auto-oriented (and should remain so); however, the mixed use character discourages the
			 allowance of high-impact commercial uses. Limited retail businesses are appropriate, along with low
			 impact service-oriented activities. Parking along the front of Highway 24 is discouraged; however, if
			 location is approved, the parking shall be broken-up into smaller areas, well-landscaped or screened
			 from the highway and adjacent structures. The incorporation of unifying elements would further define
			 and characterize this area. These elements could include common color and material of structures,
			 awnings, common fencing and pedestrian interconnections.
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Community Design and Land Use Policies:
Minturn Revitalization Plan Vision Guide

Street Sections
Streetscape Master Plan Recommendations for Downtown and South Minturn (p.21)
		 • Install uniform Period lighting along Hwy 24 from the North Town Approach south through South Minturn
			 to provide continuity along the highway and visually connect the North Town and South Town areas of
			Minturn.
		 • Assemble a family of streetscape materials and elements that will extend and enhance the Town streetscape
			 character. This “Kit of Parts” will include: Monument Gateway Signs, Way-finding Signs, special crosswalk
			 paving, special sidewalk paving, benches, trash receptacles, sidewalk planters, street trees, and garden
			fencing.
		 • Plant street trees, road edges, and sidewalk planters to “green up” the downtown areas.
		 • Provide attractive and unique Town Gateway elements and way finding signs.
		 • Encourage private development and redevelopment along Main Street that is aesthetically consistent with
			 the streetscape theme and town character.
“Heart of Minturn” Concepts
Minturn Market (p.29)
		 • People come from far away to the Minturn Market every Saturday during the summer to enjoy the charm
			 and friendliness of the town of Minturn. Seasonal produce, fresh fruits and flowers, local crafts, gourmet
			 foods and entertainment draw significant crowds. The Minturn Winter Market is held in December. This
			 captive audience can be a primary catalyst for stimulating redevelopment and filling up the empty
			 downtown storefronts. The market setting should be enhanced and defined with accent pavers, lighting,
			 benches, and public art.
Turntable Re-Development (Phase I) p.29
		 The participants of the community workshop identified the Turntable District as a logical extension of
		 downtown. The UP R.R. property just north of the Eagle River Inn currently provides informal parking for the
		 market and downtown. If this area were improved and the parking formalized, more parking spaces could
		 be accommodated. The following improvements are recommended for the Phase I “Turntable” redevelopment:
			 • Enhance the Bellm Bridge as a clear and safe pedestrian link between Old Town and the Turntable
				 District (design concepts can be found in Chapter 9).
			 • Enhance/define the current Turntable/UP R.R. parking lot.
			 • Provide kayak access to the river from the parking lot.
			 • Construct a pedestrian/bike bridge over the Eagle River to connect with a pedestrian walk centralized
				 over the edge of the river.
			 • Consolidate parking and underground utilities along Eagle Street to enhance the park experience.
		 The long-term vision for the Turntable District involves the expansion of downtown north across the Bellm
		 Bridge as a high density mixed-use development.
Street Furniture (p.33)
		 • Main Street furnishings are an important part of the Streetscape design Vision and should be chosen
			 carefully so that the street’s character and identity are enhanced consistently through town. A variety of
			 elements exist today including a range of bench, litter receptacle, and planter pot types. Design Guidelines
			 for future elements should encourage a loosely-unified, art-inspired family of furnishings that conform
			 to size, shape, material, and finish requirements. To reinforce the historic character and incorporate art
			 into the design, benches and litter receptacles should be constructed from wood with steel fasteners, trim,
			and ornamentation.
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Lighting (p.34)
		 • A variety of street and pedestrian (sidewalk) lights exist in Downtown Minturn. The Streetscape Master
			 Plan recommends unifying those elements and extending them to form an identity along Main Street’s
			 spine, from Downtown through South Minturn. For this purpose, a single luminary style is recommended
			 for both the streetlights and the pedestrian lights. The proposed luminary shown represents a style that
			 would be compatible with the Minturn’s period architecture and other streetscape elements. It is also a
			 durable fixture produced by a reputable manufacturer and the streetlight, with its horizontal lamp and
			 reflector system, meets “dark skies” criteria for reducing light pollution. Banners and hanging flower
			 baskets are also proposed on the streetlights to add a more crafted-look while announcing upcoming
			 events and symbolizing civic pride
Current Conditions
Chapter 6: Wayfinding & Signage (p.39)
Proposed Signage
		 • A civic “family” of signs can provide a significant public service, directing visitors to community destinations
			 and extending the crafted public image to all of the town’s streets and public destinations. The “family”
			 would include, as a minimum:
			 Way-finding Signs: The way-finding signs would guide visitors from the Main Street approaches to
			 downtown to civic destinations such as Little Beach Park, Maloit Park, Minturn Recreation Area, Police/Fire,
			 Museums, Eagle River Access and the Town Hall.
		 • Directory Signs: The Directory Sign could be located in Market Square and designate the locations of key
			 civic destinations as well as historic buildings and sites located on a downtown “walking tour.”
		 • Street Signs: The Street signs could be installed throughout the downtown area or just along Main Street.
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Parks/Recreation/Open Space/Trails
Parks/Recreation (p.41)
		 • Although Minturn has a number of sites designated for parks, it has a limited amount of developed parks.
			 There are virtually no playgrounds or small pocket parks for children downtown. Little Beach Park was
			 developed just recently and contains a myriad of amenities, but it is not within walking distance from
			 downtown or south Minturn. The downtown Riverfront Park along Eagle Street is a small passive park
			 that could be expanded south along the river to incorporate the town managers house that lies within the
			 flood plain. The following proposed parks were identified in the Focus Group as desired candidates for
			parks within Minturn.
		 • Kayak Park is proposed on the east side of the Eagle River to provide river access. The park would be
			 accessed by the UP R.R. access road, ultimately envisioned to be a public road.
		 • Taylor Park is proposed on town owned land at the north end of the Taylor Park neighborhood.
		 • Turntable River Park is envisioned as another location for kayak access to the river, but also as a passive
			 park that takes advantage of this stretch of the Eagle River (See Chapter 4 Streetscape for Phase I concepts
			 and Chapter 9 Opportunity Sites for ultimate build-out concepts.).
		 • Town Hall Park is located just south of the existing downtown and the School Playground are both proposed
			 as downtown playground/parks for small children.
		 • Martin Creek Park/Open Space is proposed as a portion of the Martin Creek site development concept,
			 incorporating the Martin Creek Trailhead, parking and other appropriate public amenities. Access to the
			 site is to be formalized and enhanced through a narrow easement off Hwy 24, approximately .45 miles
			 south of Cemetery Road Bridge (see Chapter 9, Opportunity Site #2 for park/open space concepts).
		 • Upper Eagle River Park was identified as a southerly extension of the Minturn recreation site, accommodating
			 more passive recreational uses, including the rifle range.
			 The USFS Boneyard Park is a narrow undeveloped site that lies between the Eagle River and Hwy 24 in
			 south Minturn. It provides an excellent opportunity for informal park facilities oriented toward the river.
		 • Maloit Park is owned by Eagle County School District. Access to the park is provided by Maloit Park Road.
			 This 104.33 acre park consists of two regulation baseball fields, of which the outfield is sufficiently sized for
			 field sports such as football, and soccer. A large parking area, bleacher for spectators, picnic area,
			 playground, and restrooms are also present at the park. Organized baseball leagues utilize the fields in the
			 summer. Ownership, operation, and maintenance of the park is provided by the Eagle County School
			 District. It was identified in the community workshop and focus groups as an excellent location for a
			 commercial horse stable for locals to be able to board their horses and would be an attraction for out of
			 town visitors. It would provide an opportunity for the local families to enjoy the pleasures of owning,
			 leasing, renting and caring for horses and it could also be profitable for the town.
		 • Phase I of Little Beach Park has been completed and Phase I (to be funded) includes a pavilion and
			concession stand.
		 • The Minturn Recreation Area site will provide an excellent compliment to the facilities of Little Beach Park.
Minturn Recreation Area (p.45)
		 • The concept for the Minturn Recreation Area represents a synthesis of ideas generated by the Community
			 Workshop, focus group participants, and the 2005 Town Council retreat that prioritized projects to be
			 included in the Capital Improvements Plan. The 11 acre site sits along the river just below the “Lion’s
			 Head”, southeast of Riverview Cemetery. The UP R.R. runs along the south side of the site. La Farge Cement
			 and the Minturn Public Works buildings currently occupy a portion of the site. The property was given
			 to Minturn by Vail Resorts for the purpose of parks, open space and recreation. The concept to the right
			 assumes the relocation of the La Farge plant. The program for the site includes a two-story 45,000 sf multi
			 use community center composed of recreation facilities, senior center, youth center, swimming pool,
			 meeting rooms, and an outdoor plaza/pavilion for outdoor functions and its ancillary parking. Other
			 components of the Minturn Recreation Area include a junior soccer field, skateboard park, and an
			 interpretive park/trail with trailhead shelters.
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Community Engagement Policies:

The information contained in this section is the exact policy language from each planning document listed below.
Listing this policy language is intended to remind the jurisdictions of community engagement policies currently
in place. Community Engagement can be defined as policies that support two-way communication between local
government agencies and citizens. The two-way process of community engagement allows for multiple avenues
for a local agency to inform citizens of meetings, news, upcoming decisions, plans, and processes while allowing
for multiple avenues for citizens to give feedback or to feel and see that they are part of the plan or process.
Many jurisdictions do not currently have policy language around community engagement. Commentary around
particular policies may be found below listed in italics. Policies oriented towards aging populations are listed
with a double asterisk (**).
No Community Engagement policies were found for the Town of Minturn.

Initiatives, programs, and resolutions:

The Town of Minturn is considering directing $5000 from the Plan4Health grant towards the community garden.
The town has given the community garden $2000 towards a lawnmower, shed, table, etc.
Minturn is working with EcoTrails and EcoTrails has a Trails Master Plan.
Approximately $720K in grant funding has been brought in to the Town of Minturn over the past two years.

Major Healthy Eating and Active
Living Accomplishments:

Healthy Food Access - Accomplishments
		 • A Minturn Farmers Market exists in town and is a good draw for the town between visitors and locals.
		 • Minturn has a well used community garden in town, and a Garden Club that jokingly calls themselves the
			Garden Hoes.
Active Transportation and Public Transit - Accomplishments
		 • The Town of Minturn is implementing a new Main Street project that includes beautification, benches, light
			 poles, sidewalks, limited on-street parking, narrowed lanes, and sharrow. The town used a DOLA grant to
			 help fund the street plan. Heavy truck access has also been accounted for.
		 • EcoTransit exists however transit service in Minturn is limited.
		 • The Minturn Main Street Project could help with the perception that walking/biking is too dangerous.
		 • The Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association is building soft trails in the area. However, trails can sometimes
			 be built over 7% grade with inadequate drainage features.
		 • Minturn won a $350K TAP grant last year and a $1.2M TAP grant for 2019.
Community Design and Land Use - Accomplishments
		 • Minturn has a fitness center, in Maloy Park
		 • Brand new Cintas award winning public bathrooms in Eagle River Park
		 • 100 Block includes public space, that houses the Farmers Market. The town is working to identify alternative
			 sites to host the Farmers Market.
		 • Town is looking at opening River Access, and creating a Bike Path.
		 • Minturn is surrounded by Natl. Forest. access roads and trails are abundant.
		 • Minturn has a partnership with Eagle County to preserve Boneyard Open Space.
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Future Opportunities for a Minturn
master Plan

Future opportunities based on best practices and evidence-based strategies for healthy eating and active living.
Healthy Food Access:
		 • Minturn is strategically positioned as a potential hub of fresh local food from both the western slope and
			 the San Luis Valley. Opportunities exist to attract and possibly incentivize farmers and food producers
			 in both of these regions to participate in local farmers markets, and/or make their local food available in
			area grocery stores.
		 •
			
			
			

Expansion of healthy food access policy language in future planning efforts. Some examples include:
Including food access and health goals into comprehensive plans or subarea plans. Including food access
goals such as proximity to food retail in development checklists or HIA’s. Monitoring the balance of healthy
to less healthy stores. Conduct a community food assessment (CFA) or food system assessment (FSA).

		 • Food retail options could be increased by: expediting the permitting process for grocery development in
			 priority areas, identification of potential sites for new grocery, offer density bonuses for new grocery retail,
			 allow for mobile produce markets/carts, reduce parking requirements for grocery retail.
		 •
			
			
			
			
			
			

A possibility exists to use incentives to gain the attendance of “anchor tenants” at the Minturn Farmers
Market. These anchor tenants could include some of the higher profile farmers and ranchers on the
Western Slope, San Luis Valley, and also from around the Eagle Valley. By incentivizing farmers who
are selling fresh food and produce to attend the Minturn Market, a larger regional draw to the market
could occur. New people coming to Minturn to visit the Farmers Market will also likely spill over into
Minturn shops. This anchor tenant incentive strategy has the potential to increase both access to fresh
food and economic development in Minturn.

		 •
			
			
			
			
			

Consider holding the Farmers Market or other events in the Minturn Community Garden or on one of the
adjacent streets. Potential alternative locations include; The large parking lot south of Williams St./Nelson
Ave., Minturn Community Garden area, St. Patrick’s Parish Parking lot. including a temporary closure of
Bayer Ave., Minturn Rec-Center, and Little Beech Park. Consider adding the Community Garden as a point
of interest on a future Minturn Wayfinding Signage system. Consider appointing a Garden Hoes
representative to the Eagle County Healthy Communities Coalition.
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Future Opportunities for a Minturn
master Plan (Continued)

Active Transportation and Public Transit:
		• The Town of Minturn should consider developing its own wayfinding signage system that locates points of
			 interest such as town hall, farmers market, community garden, parks and trails.			
		 • Consider the creation of a sidewalks inventory, identify gaps in the sidewalk network, prioritize and add
			 these projects to the Minturn CIP list. Minturn should continue to move forward with construction of
			 sidewalk in the southern part of town using the CDOT TAP grant. Minturn should also keep working on
			future school connections.
		 • Attend Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association meetings and express concern over steep trails with minimal
			 drainage. Express possible interest for VVMBA to build trails in Minturn, but only after approval from
			 Minturn staff. Consider the adoption of US Forest Service trail design standards.
		 • Create a hard or soft surface trail connection between Minturn and the Maloit Park Rec Center.
Community Design and Land Use:
		 • Minturn should consider their high cost of housing and consider adopting affordable-housing guidelines
			 into codes to create affordable, workforce-type of housing. Consider a location near the Rec-center.
		 • Possibly make the Minturn Fitness Center facility more of a community use rather than so school oriented.
			 Hold a few community events at or around the Rec Center each year, including fitness classes and healthy
			eating/cooking classes.
		 • Consider creating a River Activation Plan for Minturn, part of this plan could include identifying places
			 for fishing, sitting areas, swimming areas, kayak or tubing courses and other ideas to better utilize Minturn‘s
			 aquatic asset. An opportunity exists to create a Town of Minturn Trails Master Plan focused on identifying
			 potential trail corridors both in town and regional connections. A future trails master plan should include
			 trail design standards as well.
		 • Consider policy language limiting the amount of short term rentals, VRBO, and AirBnB type of housing in
			Minturn.
		 • Policies focused on aging populations can be beneficial for the entire community, as policies benefitting
			 aging populations tend to also benefit the disabled, low-income, children, and traditionally overlooked
			 populations. Policy language could be adopted that encourages not only diverse housing options for the
			 elderly, but universal community design guidelines and considerations for aging populations. Urban
			 design features such as ramps, handrails, handicapped parking spaces, upgraded traffic signals, pedestrian
			 refuge islands, and signalized crosswalks with pedestrian push buttons are a few examples.
		 • Consider adopting policy language prohibiting smoking in public places. Policy language could limit
			 smoking public places such as: indoor or outdoor sports pavilions, stadiums, gymnasiums, health spas,
			 boxing arenas, swimming pools, roller and ice rinks, bowling alleys, fairgrounds, skate parks, soccer fields,
			 ball fields, playgrounds, trails and other venues similar to those listed above where members of the general
			 public assemble either to engage in physical exercise, participate in athletic competition, or witness sports
			 or other events, including all the spectator stands for such events. “Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling,
			 burning or carrying any lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, or other lighted plant or combustible substance in
			 any manner or in any form. Eagle County Ordinance 06-01 has been passed and is a good example for
			policy language.
Community Engagement:
		 • Come up with an easy to remember URL for citizens to review and provide comment on planning efforts
			documents.
		 • When conducting public outreach during planning processes consider going out to the public rather than
			 making the public come to meetings or open houses which can suffer from low attendance. This could
			 mean setting up information tables with staff at grocery stores, schools, parks, and other community
			gathering areas.
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Thank You!

This project was made possible by the contribution of time, effort, ideas, and resources of many individuals and
organizations: thank you!
• The participation of the seven municipalities (Towns of Avon, Eagle, Gypsum, Minturn, Red Cliff, Vail and
		 Eagle County) of the Eagle River Valley were central to this project. A special thank you for taking the time to
		 meet with the Healthy Communities Coalition, Public Health and Planning staff, and the hired subcontractor
		 to help us understand your community’s priorities and challenges.
• The Healthy Communities Coalition Built Environment work group provided the initial vision for this project
		 and continued providing ongoing support throughout the policy scan’s implementation.
• The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s Built Environment staff provided key guidance
		and expertise.
• Jefferson County Public Health shared insight and examples from their healthy eating and active living policy
		scan project.
• Open Plan Consultants, LLC was the subcontractor hired to conduct the policy scan whose previous
		 experience with policy scans and expertise in healthy eating and active living were critical.
Funding for this project and report was provided by Plan4Health, a project of the American Planning Association
and American Public Health Association to support coalitions and cross-sectoral partnerships dedicated to
increasing health equity through healthy eating and active living. www.plan4health.us.

19

Appendix - Plan 4 Health Policy Scan
Resources and Tools
Healthy Food Access Resources:

• Colorado Fresh Food Financing Fund
• Colorado Housing and Finance Authority
• The Colorado Fresh Food Financing Fund (CO4F) improves access to healthy food in underserved Colorado
		 communities by financing grocery stores and other forms of healthy food retail. More information about this
		 program can be found in the link below:
		https://www.chfainfo.com/CO4F/
• Community Food Assessment (CFA): Introduction
• WhyHunger
• The Why Hunger Website provides insight on Community Food Assessments, and when a CFA can be useful.
		http://whyhunger.org/connect/item/1-community-food-assessment-introduction
• Should we conduct a community food assessment in our city?
		http://whyhunger.org/right-to-food/item/1376-should-we-conduct-a-community-food-assessment-in-our-city
• Cultivate Your Food Economy - Food Systems Assessments (FSA)
• Tufts University
• Tufts University provides some useful information about Food Systems Assessments including explanations
		 of the different types of FSA, and case studies of Food Systems Assessments.
		 https://sites.tufts.edu/foodeconomyfinalreport/practical-visionaries-history/theoretical-framework/
		food-systems-assessment/

Active and Public Transportation Resources:

• Bicycle Library
• City of Golden, Colorado
• The City of Golden hosts a bike share program, where visitors, residents, local employees and students can
		 “check-out” a bike for a limited time period for local use in Golden. Resources for the Bicycle Library can be
		found below.
		http://www.cityofgolden.net/play/recreation-attractions/bicycling-in-golden/golden-bike-library/
• Cable Propelled Transit Primer
• Creative Urban Projects
• Cable Propelled Transit (CPT) is a way to create a grade separated transit route possibly replacing heavily
		 used bus routes. An especially useful tool for communities that are within proximity of an existing gondola
		 system that could be expanded for transit purposes. Creative Urban Projects hosts a website with resources
		 relating to CPT.
		http://gondolaproject.com/learn-the-basics-what-is-cable-propelled-transit/
• CDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
• Colorado Department of Transportation
• The CDOT Transportation Alternatives Program provides funding for programs and projects defined as
		 transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure
		 projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community
		 improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; and projects
		 for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former
		 Interstate System routes or other divided highways.
		https://www.codot.gov/programs/planning/documents/resources/tap/TAP-guidelines.pdf
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•
•
•
		
		
		

Complete Streets: Guide to Answering the Costs Question
Smart Growth America
Answering the question of “What are the costs of building complete streets?” can be a difficult one. The
Guide to Answering the Costs Question aims to help jurisdictions answer some of the challenging questions
associated with building complete streets.
https://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/app/legacy/documents/cs/resources/cs-answering-the-costs-question.pdf

•
		
•
•
		
		
		

Creating Equitable, Healthy, and Sustainable Communities: Strategies for Advancing Smart Growth,
Environmental Justice, and Equitable Development
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Communities across the country are integrating smart growth, environmental justice, and equitable
development approaches to design and build healthy, sustainable, and inclusive neighborhoods. This guide
explores the strategies, partnerships and funding mechanisms needed to do so through case studies.
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/creating-equitable-healthy-and-sustainable-communities

• Electric Bicycle (E-bike resources)
• City of Boulder, Colorado
• The City of Boulder permits Electric Assisted Bicycles on certain multi-use paths within their city limits.
		 Resources found regarding this E-bike policy can be found below.
		https://bouldercolorado.gov/goboulder/electric-assisted-bikes-policy-review
• National Association of City Transportation Officials
• Creators of three user friendly and instructive guides: The Urban Street Design Guide (2013), Urban Bikeway
		 Design Guide (2014), and Transit Street Design Guide (2016). The NACTO guidebooks are highly illustrated
		 and provide detailed descriptions of roadway redesigns, bicycle design treatments, and urban design
		principles.
		http://nacto.org/
• New Mobility West
• An initiative of community builders focused on helping western communities create great transportation
		 systems. New Mobility West’s website has a clearinghouse of tools and resources related to downtown
		street design.
		http://newmobilitywest.org/
• Parking Code Guidance: Case Studies and Model Provisions
• MTC Smart Growth Technical Assistance: Parking Reform Campaign
• The Parking Code Guidance document provides guidance on how to regulate and manage parking in a
		 way that supports development in urban infill areas, priority development areas, while encouraging balanced
		 multimodal access, and reducing vehicle traffic.
		www.cityofmillvalley.org/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=8988
• Smart Growth America
• National Complete Streets Coalition
• The National Complete Streets Coalition has a clearinghouse of free resources on a variety of topics related
		 to street design.
		https://smartgrowthamerica.org/program/national-complete-streets-coalition/
• Transportation and Health Tool
• U.S. Department of Transportation
• The Transportation and Health Tool was developed by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the
		 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to provide easy access to data that practitioners can use to
		 examine the health impacts of transportation systems.
		https://www.transportation.gov/transportation-health-tool

21

Appendix - Plan 4 Health Policy Scan
Resources and Tools

• Bike State 38
• A bicycling resource website that includes links to route and trail maps, chat rooms, and bicycle resources
		 for any type of bike rider.
		http://bikestate38.com/
• Active Living Research
• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
• A searchable library of active living research filled with the latest peer-reviewed papers, reports and
		 publications for information you need to help inform policies that support more active, healthy communities
		 for children and families.
		http://activelivingresearch.org/promoting-active-living-rural-communities

Community Design and Land Use Resources:

• Green Stormwater Infrastructure Toolkit
• Georgetown Climate Center
• This new set of strategies seeks to manage stormwater, reduce urban heat island effects, improve air
		 quality, and promote economic development and other sustainability goals. Green infrastructure can
		 provide an attractive alternative to traditional concrete (or “gray”) infrastructure by making paved and hard
		 surfaces vegetated or permeable.
		http://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/green-infrastructure-toolkit/introduction.html
• Housing Strategy Policies
• The Town of Basalt Master Plan
• The Town of Basalt has enacted progressive policy language around affordable housing. The policy language
		 below had had a stagnating effect on new development in Basalt, and jurisdictions should keep this in mind
		 when adopting similar policy language.
		http://www.basalt.net/DocumentCenter/Home/View/99
			
			
			
			
			
			

1. The Town of Basalt will not lose ground on the existing level of affordable housing available in
and around Basalt. This means: All new residential developments will include and integrate
affordable housing into their projects, or if integration is impractical, provide affordable
housing in, or near, Basalt; methods will be developed to maintain the existing affordability of
housing in Basalt; non-residential projects will mitigate for impacts they create for housing; and
existing affordable housing will not be lost through displacement or demolitions.

			 2. Affordable housing will be disbursed throughout the community and integrated into the
			existing community fabric.
			 3. The Town will pursue affordable housing through the annexation agreement process and will
			 utilize the housing policies in the Goals and Objectives section of this master plan update,
			 particularly Objective 4.5.5, to guide affordable housing aspects of the annexation process.
			 4. The Town encourages community participation in solving and benefiting from solutions to the
			 affordable housing concern. The Town will develop a program that looks more at the total
			 benefits to a neighborhood and to the community and relies not only on numerical standards
			and limitations.
			 5. The Town will emphasize programs that will result in the creation of affordable housing units
			 through the construction of new attainable units or by existing units being permanently
			 restricted for affordable housing (either through deed restrictions or other methods).
			 6. Affordable housing will be transit-friendly, integrate with intermodal transportation, and
			 perpetuate the Town’s history of pedestrian walkability and transit use.
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			 7. The Town will consider the total costs for all housing, including life cycle costs such as
			 painting, building materials and energy costs (e.g. including heating the housing unit). The
			 Town will work toward a zero energy footprint for all housing.
			
			
			
			

8. The Town’s housing program should acknowledge regional issues and encourage coordination
among jurisdictions including affordable housing standards and requirements. The Town will
seek out partnerships with other entities supporting affordable housing and develop reciprocal
agreements. The Town will discourage jurisdictional shopping for development approvals.

			 9. The Town will support creative housing solutions including projects that honor sweat equity
			 by those benefiting from the housing subsidy.
			
			
			
			

10. The Town considers affordable housing an important aspect of the community, as important
as trails, parks, open space, libraries, etc. Therefore, developers should not expect housing
rents or prices to reflect the developer’s costs. Affordable housing must be considered a cost
of doing business in Basalt and rents and prices must reflect wages and salaries in Basalt.

• Plan4Health Tools and Resources
• American Planning Association
• The Plan4Health Resources page contains links to: The Peer Learning Network (PLN), Topic and Organization
		 based resource libraries, and Plan4Health Toolkits on: Food Systems, Active Living, and Health in all Planning
		Policies.
		http://plan4health.us/tools-and-resources/
• Planning and Zoning for the Built Environment
• American Planning Association
• This Essential Info Packet (EIP) offers planners a collection of resources to help them better understand the
		 connections between health and the built environment and integrate community health considerations into
		 their planning and zoning work. The EIP is an annotated resource list that allows users to click through to the
		 various websites, APA resources, and non-APA documents collected for this packet.
		https://www.planning.org/pas/infopackets/eip38/
• Shared Parking Toolkit
• Metropolitan Area Planning Council
• Shared parking means that a parking facility serves multiple destinations. Shared parking is usually an
		 intrinsic part of downtown settings where there is public parking because the same parking facility serves
		 many different destinations within walking distance. However, shared parking spaces can also be used in
		 mountain or resort style communities where space is at a premium. The link below highlights a useful
		 shared parking toolkit.
		http://www.mapc.org/resources/parking-toolkit/strategies-topic/shared-parking
•
•
•
		
		
		
		

Smart Growth Self-Assessment for Rural Communities (2015)
US Environmental Protection Agency
The Smart Growth Self-Assessment for Rural Communities is a compilation of strategies, organized by 11
common “goal areas,” that villages, towns, and small cities can use to evaluate their existing policies to
create healthy, environmentally resilient, and economically robust places. Organized in an easy to use
checklist the link to this document is shown below:
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-12/documents/rural_self_assessment_121815.pdf
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• Urban Growth Management Strategies (2008)
• The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, Peter Pollock, FAICP
• The Urban Growth Management Strategies whitepaper from the Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute covers
		 a range of growth strategies including: sustainability measures, land use codes, incentives and regulations.
		http://www.law.du.edu/images/uploads/rmlui/rmlui-sustainable-UrbanGrowthManagement.pdf
• Where We Live
• AARP
• The AARP’s Where We Live: Communities for All Ages compendium highlights more than 100 initiatives
		 that mayors nationwide have launched to improve their communities, respond to pressing issues, and build
		partnerships.
		http://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-kits-resources/info-2016/where-we-live-communities-for-all-ages.html

Additional Resources:

• ChangeLab Solutions
• ChangeLab Solutions resources and trainings help communities reduce health disparities and create more
		livable communities.
		http://www.changelabsolutions.org/healthy-planning
• Building Healthy Places Toolkit
• Urban Land Institute
• The Building Healthy Places Toolkit outlines opportunities to enhance health through changes in approaches
		 to buildings and projects. Developers, owners, property managers, designers, investors, and others involved
		 in real estate decision making can use these strategies and tactics to create places that contribute to healthier
		 people and communities and to enhance and preserve value.
		http://bhptoolkit.uli.org/#about
• Community Action Model
• Active Living By Design
• The Community Action Model highlights the importance of a community’s context, defines six essential
		 practices that undergird success, and focuses the action approach to 3Ps: Partner, Prepare, and Progress.
		 It also describes some expected impacts. The Active Living By Design website allows for search by topic such
		 as “Land use and zoning” and “Farmers markets”.
		http://activelivingbydesign.org/resources/
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For more information:
Katie Haas, Eagle County Public Health and Environment: katie.haas@eaglecounty.us
Kris Valdez, Eagle County Planning: kris.valdez@eaglecounty.us
www.plan4health.us

