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In addition to funding 35 coalitions across the country, APA and APHA have also
supported the growth of a health affinity group within APA called the Healthy
Communities Interest Group (HCIG). The positive response from APA members
to the original Plan4Health project announcement made it clear that members
are interested in learning more about the intersection of health and planning. The
Planning and Community Health Center spearheaded the development of the
HCIG as a mechanism for fostering conversations about health across the
organization.

RESULTS
The HCIG was reinvigorated in March 2016 through the development of a listserv, which became increasingly robust as more members
joined. The growth in number of people, both APA members and others, was fast and evidence of the level of interest in health. The
HCIG began developing and distributing a monthly newsletter beginning in May of 2016. The communication mechanisms have been a
great way for peers to share information with each other, as well as for the Planning and Community Health Center to share updates
about Plan4Health and upcoming events. The level of participation in webinars and peer calls from HCIG members has been high.
As the HCIG gains traction, the group will be lead by members of the group rather than APA staff. The leadership team was beginning to
coalesce in the fall of 2016. It is projected that the HCIG will be an independently functioning group by 2017. APA staff will continue to
support efforts among members to link public health and planning, but the activities and goals of the group will be member-driven.

SUSTAINING SUCCESS
Partners at the national and local levels have allowed Plan4Health to be
successful. Plan4Health will maintain a sense of urgency and excitement with
partners through the Peer Learning Network (PLN). Launched in January 2016,
the PLN is an online forum to unite professionals, community members,
organizations, and peer experts involved in the healthy communities movement.
The network is currently centered on Plan4Health coalitions to provide a platform
to maintain connections with coalitions and to foster cross-cohort learning.
Featuring mini-webinars, videos, and podcasts, the PLN provides an opportunity
for Plan4Health coalitions to share their experiences directly with each other.
By capturing the experiences of the coalitions, the project will continue to inform
the national agenda for chronic disease prevention and to contribute to the
evidence-base of effective interventions, ensuring we are able to support
communities’ efforts to create healthy, vibrant homes.

Success Stories

http://nccd.cdc.gov/nccdsuccessstories/

